
 

Geography Progression of Vocabulary 
 
 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 

What is it like here? Would you prefer to 
live in a hot or a cold 

place? 

Why do people live 
near volcanoes? 

Why are rainforests 
important to us? 

What is life like in the 
Alps? 

Why does population 
change? 

ariel 
photo 
city 

country 
atlas 
globe 

location 

climate 
equator 
compass 
region 

 

active volcano 
dormant volcano 
extinct volcano 

inner core 
outer core 

magma chamber 
plate boundary 
tectonic plate 

vent 
mantle 

pyroclastic flow 
epicentre 

biome 
canopy (layer) 
deforestation 

drought 
emergent 

understory 
indigenous 
biodiversity 

climate 
coniferous 
deciduous 

fold mountain 
hemisphere 

glacier 
latitude 

longitude 

birth rate 
death rate 

climate 
deforestation 

densely populated 
population density 

population distribution 
fossil fuels 

greenhouse gases 

What is the weather 
like in the UK? 

Why is our world 
wonderful? 

Who lives in 
Antarctica? 

What are rivers and 
how are they used? 

Would you like to live 
in the desert? 

Where does our 
energy come from? 

capital city  
climate  

continent  
compass 
seasons 
weather 

 

landmark 
data 

location 
 

climate zone 
hemisphere 

latitude 
longitude 
glacier 

 

delta 
estuary 

floodplain 
meander 
mouth 
source 

tributary 
erosion 

agriculture 
arid 

biome 
desertification 

drought 
flash flood 

mesa 

biofuel 
contour line 

crude oil 
emissions 

hydropower 
non-renewable 
nuclear power 

What is it like to live 
in Shanghai? 

What is it like to live 
by the coast? 

Are all settlements 
the same? 

Where does our food 
come from? 

Why do oceans 
matter? 

Can I carry out an 
independent 

fieldwork enquiry? 
continent 
country 

human feature 
physical features 

symbol 

coastline 
coast 
sea 
cliff 

ocean 

settlement 
agricultural land 
commercial land 
residential land 

region 

consume 
distribution 

export 
import 

fertiliser 

atmosphere 
biodegradable 
coral bleaching 

ecology 
ecosystem 

Analyse 
Audience 

data, data collection 
methods 
enquiry 



 
county 

nucleated 
 

produce 
sustainability 

erosion 
human footprint 

evidence 
impact 

improvement 
issue 
justify 
plot 

presenting 
process  

 
 
 


