
 

Art Progression of Vocabulary 

 
Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

D
ra

w
in

g 

2D shape, 3D shapes, 
abstract, chalk, 
charcoal, circle, 
diagonal, dots, firmly, 
lightly, pastel, printing, 
shadow, texture, artist 
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
line, continuous, 
crosshatch, vertical, 
horizontal, straight, 
wavy, diagonal, form, 
mark making, observe, 
optical art, shade 
artist, control, pressure 
 

lines, thick, thin, 
texture, grip, mark 
making, 
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
stippling, hatching, 
cross hatching, 
scribbling, blending, 
sketch,  
materials, refine, 
shading, sketch 
 

expressive, form, frame, 
geometric, line, scale, 
scientific  
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
abstract, arrangement, 
blend, botanical, 
botanist, composition, 
magnified, illustrator, 
digital art, even tones, 
observation, organic 
 

observational drawing, 
shading, shadow, two 
dimensional (2D) three 
dimensional (3D), tone, 
abstract, composition, 
collage 

 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
Contrast, collaborate, 
contrast, unbalanced, 
exaggerated balanced, 
realistic, form, 
highlight, proportion 
 

abstract, composition, 
evaluate, external, 
form, individuality, 
observational drawing,   
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
intention, perspective, 
depth, focal point, 
foreground, 
background, main 
subject, middle ground, 
printing tile, 
printmaking, 
proportion 
 

arrangement, focus, 
frame, grid, image, 
portrait, recreate,  

TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
depth, graffiti, horizon, 
mural, one point 
perspective, proportion, 
realism, scale, street 
art, vanishing point 
 

Pa
in

ti
ng

 a
nd

 M
ix

ed
 

M
ed

ia
 

mix, print, shade, shape, 
space, texture, thick, 
artist 

 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
Blend, hue, 
kaleidoscope, pattern, 
primary colour, 
secondary colour 

detail, mixing, overlap, 
primary colour, 
secondary colour, 
surface, texture 
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
collage 

prehistoric, texture, 
tone 

TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
composition, negative 
image, pigment, 
positive image, 
proportion, scaled up, 
smudging 

 

abstract, composition, 
paint, detailed, grid, 
landscape, mark-making, 
pattern, portrait, shade, 
shadow, paint technique, 
texture, three dimensional 
(3D) 

TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
dabbing, muted, paint 
wash, stippling, tint, 
vivid, contrasting 

medium, atmosphere, 
background, collage, 
composition, evaluate, 
paint wash, portrait, 
printmaking, represent, 
research, self-portrait, 
texture, monoprint. 

TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
justify, mixed media, 
multimedia, transfer 

Abstract, analyse, artist, 
compose, compositions, 
evaluation, inference, 
interpret, justify, medium, 
mixed media, respond, 
technique,  

TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
convey narrative, 
thought-provoking. 



 

Sc
ul

pt
ur

e 
an

d 
3D

 
three dimensional (3d) 
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
sculpture, artist, 
cylinder, curve, loop, 
tube, concertina, 
overlap, spiral, zig-zag, 
mosaic  

 

Roll, smooth, flatten, 
shape, cut, three 
dimensional, 

TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
ceramic, glaze, score, 
slip, surface, join, 
sculpture, sculptor, 
plaster, casting, detail, 
impressing, pinch pot, 
thumb pot, 

Abstract, sculptor, 
sculpture, structure, 
three-dimensional 
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
negative space, positive 
space 

 

 
Abstract, ceramics, 
form, join, model, 
sculpture, secure, 
surface, template, 
texture, tone, three-
dimensional (3D), two-
dimensional (2D),  

 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY  
carving, hollow, 
typography, 
visualisation, weaving 

 
analyse, medium, 
atmosphere, culture, 
elements, evaluate, 
experience, features, 
influence, interact, 
mixed media, scale, 3D 
 
TIER 3 VOCABULARY 
installation art, 
interactive, 
performance art, props, 
revolution, scaled 
down, special effects, 
stencil 
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